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‘Wizl Th Rlap® By Gordon MoHarg

through Jason Mapall, son of music proeducer John, Chbiers, sach as
Fiena Banmer, found owt about the project through MeHarg's Inend
and nsgistant curator Jabn Spencer.

It i3 op thing 1o perseade o group of Geliow dmists o ceme and pliy
g1l traim, b MoHarg also managed Lo convines (wo maqoer mnsime-
tiens - Blooniberg snd Londdon Underground - that they should w@en e
the gume. MeHang says Lhat Bloonsberg was the obvious choice boeaus:
it ulbrescly hacl such @ high prolile inoarls spapsorshape Inoaddition. (ke
Piccadilly Line is the rowte to many af the anlg listiiutions it already
sponsared, including ihe Serpentine Gallery amsl the Roval Academy
‘How couhd vou sl be excited about it? says Liz O Sullivin, ams and
events manager lor Londen Underground. 'In our siew, the Lomdan
Didergraund is nol jus 2 conduil.” Bul there sere legistical challenges
“The Underground is a completely different warld. Thers ane severs fire
and safely repalntions, and (guring aut haw 1o koep a tn fogeiher for
thal lemgth of Daie was nol ey, she suys, “There are also very it
guidelines aboul whal wi can and cainist shoo” “

MeHrg admits that some of Lhe work was censeagd, but he necepla
1kt e part of the nature of this partsoular venue. He algo acknowledpes
that the alliliation with o sponsar can be ‘controversial”, Bl azls that
this support has allowsd him o esape the eeenemic tyramnny ol
comnsercinl galleries Fle explvins, 1 think of art (2 pedng 1o survive it

t's tempting to see this as some kind of
propaganda for art. But as McHarg
says, "We're not getting inte anything
deep... it's really just a bit of un’

has gat to go down differant foutes. Usually far o show e be successul
in's all abour the selling of arbwark, so Chis s abost fnding o wiy ba
dar a guceeailul show without the selling angle.”

Mome al 18 arfwark in ART-TUBRE iz availabke b buy, bul KeHag
has proclaced a limited adition o 2001 catalogess that are heing sald Lo
EX each, For every cutalogue printed. cech artist will receive 10p
Mether MeHarg nor Bleomberg will reveal how much Uhe shoew cost, b
comsidering 1sat the pumber of people whie will e the exhibition wall bs
around e sene member thal visii Tale Moslen eech marth, [rom a
spansarship point of view, 0% a gretly podod deal,

S amide From faking o break from the sds, what dees tle Britisdy pallic
have 1o paln from MeHorg's vigon? As well as seeing new work by ihe
will-Enown Sonlfibulors, '|""|-;,':\. will hiwe 5 |,:|'.J.II|.'|.' Lo catch W On same
talented neweomers: Shee 360° slick imonie phategraphs, far example, or
Beairice Dillon s writings thal explain the point of coplemporry art, But
whether ¥ou wokl for the train or fnd voursell aboard by accident ot 15
wartly remsernbering ihat it & the fist exhibitson of its kil in the capaal

Lhe Orsl time Lhan ke aversge commuler has been seded up and
whisked off dewn a dark tuennel surrcumded by o,

In lact, i forerunner af the idea appeared oo maving pablic transpart
i post-revolutionary Russin, when triins ad riverboats were [ited ol
wilh Sowigl Boealist art as a lorm of agitprep, Soit's tempting 1o sez AKT-
TUBE 01 as snme kind of propaganda for an, &5 oppesed toart ussd for
propaganda. Bul as Mcblarg says. “We're nat gettisg inte anything
deep.. . s really just o bt of fun.”

Dramden Elirsl may have come elose 10 describing the real peant of
ART.-TUBRE 01 when he sud of the exhilurion, 'It's nor abaar transpart.
['s about transportation.” For Jussgen Teller this might mesn a
skyscape, Tor Calin Self o posm about a swallw, for Frona Banner it
mglil be g piece of ext deseribing o moment of seduction.

Far McHarg, the answer is smple, “1ts @ gift. s saying Lo people -
here, have this. That's alf it's at=uet. ' 0





